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What is claimed is: 

1. A method for protecting a patient during an endoluminal procedure, 
comprising the steps of: 

advancing a guidewire to a region of interest within a vessel; 
advancing a fiher and delivery sheath along the guidewire, the filter 
carried by the delivery sheath; 

removing the delivery sheath from the filter, thereby releasing the filter; 
expanding the filter within the region of interest; 
removing the delivery sheath from the region of interest; 
advancing a catheter over the guidewire to the region of interest; and 
performing an endoluminal procedure at the region of interest, wherein 
released embolic material is captured by the filter. 

2. The method of claim K fijrther comprising the steps of: 
removing the cathetef frdta the region of interest; 
advancing a capture sWtn^^r the guidewire; 
engaging the filter withVheltfaWre sheath; and 

removing the filter and capturAsheath from the region of interest. 

3. The method of claim 1 , wherein tHe filter is placed on a proximal end of 
the guidewire after the step of advancing the guide\^ire into the region of interest within 
the vessel. 
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4. The method of claim 1 , wherein the step of expanding the fiher within the 
region of interest is performed after the step of removing the delivery sheath from the 
region of interest. 

5 . The method of claim 1 , wherein the fiher is expanded downstream of the 
5 region of interest. 

6. The method of cld^m 1 , wherein the delivery sheath fiictionally engages 
the filter. 
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7. The method of claim 1 , fijrthejr comnrising a second elongate member 
disposed within the delivery sheath and having a^distal end operatively associated with 



the filter. 



8. The method of claim 1 , wherein the guidewire fiirther comprises a distal 



stop. 



9. The method ofclaim 8, wherein the guidewire further comprises a 
proximal stop, and wherein the filter is released by withdra\ing the tubular sheath until 
1 5 the filter bears against the proximal stop. 
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1 0. The method of claim 2, further comprising the steps of: 
advancing a second filter over the guidewire; and 
expanding the second filter within the region of interest. 



11. The method of claim 1 , wherein the filter further comprises a locking 
mechanism that is operable to engag^e guidewire and is releasable to allow the filter to 
slide along the guidewire, and '^^herein ffie^method fiirther comprises the step of locking 
the filter. 

12. The method of claim l.Vierein the vessel is a carotid artery, 



1 3 . The method of claim 1 , wherein the vessel is a coronary artery. 



14. The method of claim 1, wherein the catheter is an angioplasty catheter. 



15. The method of claim 1, wherein the catheter is a stent deployment 



catheter. 



16. The method of claim 1 , wherein the catheter ia an atherectomy catheter. 
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17. A medical device, comprising: 

a guidewire^aving a proximal end, a distal end, and a stop mounted on the 

distal end; 

a delivery sheatiMiaving a proximal end, a distal end, and a lumen 
therebetween, the delivery ^heatlTs^ably engaging the guidewire; and 

a filter releas^ly carri^v^thin the lumen of the delivery sheath, the filter 
idewure and rem ciy^able firom the guidewire by sliding the fiUer 



slideably engaging the guide 
proximal on the guidewire. 



wherein, in use, the g^ewire is Witioned within a vessel of a patient, 
the filter and delivery sheath are advanced alorig the guidewire to a region of interest 
within the vessel, and the delivery sheath is renwyed firom the filter to release the fiher. 



18. The medical device of claim 17, fiirtH^r comprising an endoluminal 
therapeutic catheter. 



1 9. The medical device of claim 1 8, wherein tf^e endoluminal therapeutic 
catheter is an angioplasty catheter. 
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20. A method for protecting a patient during an endoluminal procedure, 
comprising the steps of: A 

advancing a gui^iewire to a region of interest within a vessel; 
advancing a filter and delivery sheath along the guidewire, the filter 
carried by the delivery sheath; 

removing the (plivery sheath jfrom the filter, thereby releasing the filter; 
expanding the filter within the^egion of interest; 
removing the delivery sheatpl&mi^e region of interest; 
advancing a cathete?NQver ^e guidewire to the region of interest; 
performing an endoluminal procedure at the region of interest, wherein 
released embolic material is captured by the filteri 

■ . ■ v ■ 

removmg the catheter from the region of interest; 
advancing a capture sheath over the guidewire; 
engaging the filter with the capture sheath; and 
removing the filter and capture sheath firoin the region of interest 
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